
game day, citing security reasons.
The dry run Thursday will test

what NORAD calls “intercept and
identification operations” — meaning
identifying unknown aircraft and, if
necessary, taking them down.

NORAD, founded in 1958, used to
be closely associated with efforts to
thwart Soviet attacks in the Cold
War. Since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, however, NORAD’s mission
has been to enforce the no-flight re-
strictions over nuclear power plants,
chemical storage areas, military facil-
ities, the nation’s capital — and events
such as the Super Bowl.

“This is business as usual for us,”
Citino said.

Contact AMBER HUNT at 313-222-2708 or
alhunt@freepress.com.

The Steelers’ air attack better not
be too aggressive on Super Bowl Sun-
day. The fate of the city could depend
on it.

OK, so that’s a bit dramatic. But
this bit is for real: The North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Command —
NORAD — will coordinate air defense
for Detroit during the big game Feb. 5.

“It’s a special event, a level-one
special event,” Lt. Lisa Citino of NO-
RAD’s public affairs office said Tues-
day. “The bottom line is, we’re char-
tered to protect our assets — our as-
sets being the people. And you have a
mass audience in that dome.”

In other words, Ford Field could be
a target for terrorists. Seriously.

Listen closely at twilight Thursday
and you could hear F16 fighter jets,
H65 helicopters and multiple Cessna
aircraft flying low above downtown
Detroit in a Super Bowl defense exer-
cise. 

Also skyborne will be a CH146 Grif-
fin helicopter, CF18 fighters out of
Quebec (this is a binational exercise),
a C21 Learjet, an E3 Airborne Early
Warning and Control System and,
last but not least, air-refueling tank-
ers.

Lt. Penny Carroll of the Selfridge
Air National Guard Base, which is
providing the F16s, wouldn’t say
where aircraft would be stationed on

Security mission: Clear skies above Ford Field
Military air defense will do a practice run Thursday

By AMBER HUNT

FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

E3 (Airborne 
Early Warning 

and Control 
System):

145 to 159
feet long

F16 fighter 
jet: 49 feet, 

5 inches long
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erate, polite, highly educated,
artistically inclined, liberal-
leaning, nature-loving, hippest
football fans in the history of
the sport. 

And thousands of them are
scrambling to get to Detroit,
where their ’Hawks will battle
the Pittsburgh Steelers Feb. 5. 

“It’s going to be the clash of
societies,” said John McClos-
key, a 54-year-old imaging su-
pervisor for a cancer center. He
said it with a knowing laugh
that suggested he grew up on
Mack and 7 Mile, and moved to
Seattle in 1978, all of which he
did. 

“It’ll be …(very long pause) …
interesting” to see how Sea-
hawks fans mix with Detroiters
— not to mention with the steel-
tempered fans from Pitts-
burgh, our rust belt cousins.

A collision of these two cul-
tures might prove akin to an in-
timate dinner between Rush
Limbaugh and Paris Hilton. All
awkward silences after the ap-
petizer. Or, they might turn out
to be unlikely best friends — if
they have enough beer.

After all, Seahawks fans are
known to argue politics during
time-outs, a period when so-
called traditional football fans
argue about, you know, sports.

Exhibit A: a transcript of
two Seahawks fans — Sheila
Magnano, 60, and James Shee-
han, 49, who watched the Sea-
hawks demolish the Carolina
Panthers at a roaring bar
crowd Sunday, even as they de-
bated an upcoming U.S. Senate
race between Washington’s
Democratic Sen. Maria Cant-
well and Republican challenger
Mike McGavick.

Sheehan: “How can you sup-
port …”

Sheehan and Magnano:
“WOOOOO!!!!!!!”

Sheehan: “Somebody so
right … YES! ALLRIIIIGHT!
…wing?”

Magnano: “He has … SEA-
HAWKS!! SUPER BOWL! SU-
PER BOWL! SUPER BOWL! …
ethics and civility.”

Sheehan: “WHAT?”
Magnano: “ETHICS AND

CIVILITY!”
Sheehan: “OH, COME ON.”
At this point, it was unclear

if Sheehan was responding to
Magnano or the game. 

But this is how football is
watched and celebrated in Se-
attle, and nobody here sees any-
thing wrong with it. After all,
the Seahawks’ owner, Paul Al-
len, is the uber-nerd who co-
founded Microsoft and is as de-
voted to sports as he is to, gulp,
science fiction. He named his
development company Vulcan
(as in, Spock) and helped open
the nation’s first Science Fic-
tion Museum and Hall of Fame,
a geek mecca that houses,
among other things, the origi-
nal model of the Death Star,
and the Mother of All Aliens
from the movie “Alien.”

Seattle’s citizens are consis-
tently described as mild and
law-abiding by police officers
(unless the World Trade Orga-
nization makes them angry.
You won’t like them when
they’re angry). The biggest dif-
ficulty police have with fans af-
ter games is drunken driving,
said Seattle Police Officer Jon-
athan Young, though he added
that helpful fans tip off police to
the drunks as they leave Qwest
Field.

“Detroit police will have an
easy job with our fans,” Young
said. Which leaves plenty of
time for Pittsburgh fans.

Exhibit B: On the night the
Seahawks beat the Panthers in
a history-making triumph that
might have set other cities (lit-
erally) ablaze, Seattle police
sent out in riot gear stood
around semi-ridiculously wait-
ing for riots that never materi-
alized. Already the intellectual
dissonance of these fans is

causing problems for football.
Exhibit C: Giles Dowden, 38,

wanted to buy a Road to Detroit
T-shirt, and actually took the
time to read the Roman numer-
als on the shirt and realized
they had been printed back-
ward (LX, instead of XL). He
bought it, anyway. “This says
we’re going to Super Bowl 60,”
Dowden said cheerfully.

Where the Seahawks fan’s
education is lacking is in Mid-
western geography generally,
and Detroit specifically. Men-
tion Detroit, and the most com-
mon response in Seattle seems
to be, “I caught a connecting
flight there once.”

Jeff Engels has his plane
ticket to Detroit and a room in
Flint. “So, uh, where is Flint?”
he asked, genuinely curious.
“Do I need a car to get to Ford
Field from there?”

Ashley Pasatiempo, a 22-
year-old college student in Se-
attle, and her friend Briana
McHugh, a 19-year-old college
student, wondered aloud if they
could simply camp near Ford
Field. “We could just set up a
tent somewhere. What, there’s
no camping nearby?” Pasa-
tiempo asked, when her sug-
gestion was greeted with slack-
jawed disbelief. 

They listed what they knew
about Detroit: Kid Rock, Emi-
nem, “8 Mile” (the movie).
Then, silence.

But Seattle fans are game,
and ready to soak in Detroit and
all that is football.

Back at the Science Fiction
Hall of Fame, the museum’s
spokesman, 26-year-old Chris-
tian-Philippe Quilici, who stud-
ied science fiction and Slavic
language and literature at Har-
vard University and can tell you
that “robot” is originally a
Czech word, confirms this.

Leaning against his favorite
display of robots with Paul
Smith sunglasses resting on his
stylishly swept hair, he explains
in a light British accent why
football has taken such a hold
over such an unlikely popula-
tion, including him. His theory
makes sense: 

“Seattle is a very individual-
istic place. People here can be
reserved. Before I moved here,
my friend said Seattle invented
passive aggression and, bless
her, she was right. People don’t
always say what they mean. It’s
the most beautiful city in the
world, but it’s a city of isolation,
whether it’s intellectual or ar-
tistic. Football might be the one
place everyone can come to-
gether and scream like maniacs
and unite behind a common
cause in a city full of individu-
als.”

And that is why Christian-
Philippe Quilici, along with
thousands of other Seahawks
fans from Detroit to Seattle,
will be screaming their highly
educated heads off on Feb. 5.

Contact TAMARA AUDI at 313-
222-6582 or taudi@freepress.com.

SEATTLE � Land of lattes
catches Super Bowl fever
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flag. We have one.”
Do they ever.
On Tuesday, from Pitts-

burgh’s Strip District to the
South Side, vendors sold stacks
of the 16-by-25-inch towels.
Fans on the street twirled them
and cheered. Motorists lined
their dashboards with them.
And waiters used Steelers gold
towels to bus tables instead of
their traditional white towels.

Depending on the neighbor-
hood, prices ranged from $5 to
$10.

“It wards off a lot of bad
teams,” said Bill Milligan, 47, a
salesman at BA Trading Co., a
sports apparel firm in Pitts-
burgh. “It keeps all the nasti-
ness away from the Steelers.”

By the way, Detroiters
should know that when the gold
rush hits Motown, proper Ter-
rible Towel etiquette calls for
fans to twirl them above their
heads and scream as loudly as
possible.

Patty Ptaszkiewicz, 61,
keeps an original Terrible Tow-
el from the 1970s in a hope chest
in her Shadyside, Pa., home.
She rarely touches it.

“It’s going to be worth some
money some day,” she said.
“When people come over, I pull
it out for them to see it, but then
it goes right back in the hope
chest.”

Of course, Ptaszkiewicz
owns some newer versions of
the towel.

“You just don’t hold it, you
got to wave it above your head
— do the towel twirl,” she said.

At an outdoor flower kiosk
on Penn Avenue, vendor Doug
Huber laid out two stacks of
Terrible Towels at $6 for each
towel.

“It’s just a simple idea that
took off and never stopped,”
Huber said. “If you’re from
here, you better have one.”

Manny St. Mary, 56, who co-
owns Priscilla’s restaurant on
the South Side, is a native of the
Philippines. But he still has a
Terrible Towel. 

“You don’t have to be full-
blooded American to love foot-

ball,” he said while twirling a
towel. “On football Sundays, I
have to close the restaurant
down because I can’t get any-
body to work on game days and
the restaurants are dead.”

The towels are revered like
national flags.

Chris Darsie, who lives in

suburban Gibsonia, retired his
towel last year after taking it to
the AFC championship game,
where the Steelers were routed
by eventual Super Bowl cham-
pion New England.

“My Terrible Towel never
leaves my house,” said Darsie,
35. “It’s always in the same spot

— folded on my bedroom dress-
er for karma’s sake.”

Brian Sutherland, 34, anoth-
er Pittsburgh suburbanite,
burned his towel 10 years ago.

He was painting his son’s
bedroom room in bright red.
Sutherland stepped out for a
moment and his son, Derek,
then 4, spilled a bunch of paint.

To mop it up, he grabbed the
Terrible Towel that was tacked
up on an unpainted wall.

“You can’t throw something
like that away — that would be
sacrilege. I had to burn it,”
Sutherland said. “I never got
another one. But if they win the
Super Bowl, I’ll probably get
one.”

Cope, now 77, retired last
year after 35 years of announc-
ing Steelers games. 

The Terrible Towel, he said,
will live on with the Steelers.

“My goodness, the towel is
as popular as ever,” he said.

Contact BEN SCHMITT at 313-223-
4296 or bcschmitt@freepress.com.

PITTSBURGH � An unflagging devotion
From Page 1A

REGINA H. BOONE/Detroit Free Press

Restaurateur
Manny St. Mary,
56, gets behind
the flag of Steel-
er Nation. A
native of the
Philippines, he
owns a Terrible
Towel. “You
don’t have to be
full-blooded
American to love
football,” says
St. Mary, who
closes his restau-
rant on game
days because “I
can’t get any-
body to work.”

Proper use of the Terrible Towel
The Terrible Towel tradition was started in 1975 by 
Pittsburgh Steelers radio broadcaster Myron Cope.

25” x 16”

Go!

Source: Free Press research NOVIA KNIGHT/Detroit Free Press

Tightly 
grasp the 
Terrible 
Towel in 
your hand.

1 Raise it 
high above 
your head 
as the 
excitement  
builds. 

2 Swing it 
above your 
head wildly, 
being careful 
not to hit 
anyone.

3 Jump 
around and 
yell as 
loudly as 
you can.
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Sick and tired of bills?
Bring ’em to us for quick relief.
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GET OUR HOME EQUITY LOAN AND GET
FINANCIALLY FIT FOR 2006.
Why pay outrageous interest rates like 15%, 18% or 24%? We’ve

got a better way. Simplify your finances and save with a National

City Home Equity Loan. We’ll consolidate your high-interest

department store and holiday bills, as well as other debts into one

easy-to-manage monthly payment. Hurry, limited-time offer good

through January 28, 2006.
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To apply, stop by any National City branch, visit
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